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In the rabbinical period the Jews emphasized everything which
could differentiate them from heathen, and in the New Testa-
ment we find that idolatry and sensuality are presented as the
two great heathen characteristics which Christians are to avoid.
It is impossible for us to know to what extent the mores of the
masses, in the western Roman empire, were marked by the
ancient Roman austerity in the sex mores. It is, however, rea-
sonable to believe that the ancient mores prevailed most in
the class amongst whom Christian converts were found. Sal-
vianus also gives to the German nations very remarkable testi-
mony as to their freedom from sensuality and sex vice. The
experience of societies also went to prove that such vice can
corrupt the finest brain and the most cultivated character;
also that, if it becomes current in a society, as pederasty and
prostitution did in the Greco-Roman world, it will eat out all
manly virtues, all cooperative devotion, the love of children, the
energy of invention and production, of an entire population.
Thus by the syncretism of the mores of the nations, and by
experience, the conviction was produced that the view of sensu-
ality and sex vice which the Jewish prophets taught was true,
and that that view was the most important part of the mores
and of religion for the welfare of mankind.